PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION, Town of Canaan

Falls Village Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, CT

Regular Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, March 25, 2009

Present: Regular Member, Tom Scott (Acting Chairman, in Fred Laser’s absence), Mike O’Neil, Zoning Enforcement Officer, and Regular Members, Greg Bidou, Jody Bronson, Alison Orr-Andrawes, Alice Macchi, Ruth Skovron and Stephen Koshland; and Alternate Member, Vincent Inconiglios (sitting in for Regular Member Fred Laser).  Absent: Fred Laser, Chairman/Regular Member.

Also Present:  Bill Colby, Colby Engineering.

Regular Meeting called to order at 7:04 p.m. by (Acting)Chairman, Tom Scott.  

AGENDA:  

1.  Approval of Minutes, P&Z Regular Meeting, February 25, 2009.  MOTION made by Bronson to approve the minutes. MOTION was seconded by Bidou and unanimously APPROVED. (Koshland abstained from the vote due to his absence at the meeting.)
2.  ZEO Report (March 25, 2009) by Michael O’Neil. Copy attached:

Mike read his report to the Commission members and elaborated on certain matters, which were discussed by the Commission. ZEO Report (3/25/09) by Mike O’Neil was ACCEPTED.

Memo from Michael O’Neil, CZEO to P&Z Commission, dated March 25, 2009 regarding Plan submitted by Colby Engineering for 315 Music Mountain Road regarding insufficient road frontage.
3.  Correspondence and Public Comments: letter from Pete Lawson, Republican Town Committee Chairman to Fred Laser, dated March 18, 2009 regarding the selection of Greg Marlowe as an alternate member to the P&Z Commission.
4.  New Business:


a. Interior Lot Review, Section 2D 6.2, Music Mtn Road, Colby Engineering.  Presentation by Bill Colby, Colby Engineering, regarding current regulations as they pertain to rear lots, and asking the Commission to review and consider changes to the regulations.  Handout of Comparison Of Town Zoning Regulations Relative To Rear Lots for the Towns of Goshen, Harwinton, Litchfield, New Hartford, Norfolk and Torrington submitted. After discussion, Tom Scott indicated that he felt no need for changes to the regulations at this time. 
b. Proposed Changes to Zoning Regulation, REG Committee – Tom Scott & Greg Bidou.  In accordance with the meeting of February 25, 2009, it was so noted that the proposed regulation changes would be sent to The Northwestern Connecticut Regional Planning Collaborative for review before sending to NWCOGG. Further, it was decided that the Commission would ask the Planning Collaborative to research deer fences to create a regulation.
c. Report on Incentive Housing Meeting – Ruth Skovron.  Ruth reported on a meeting sponsored by the Planning Collaborative held on Monday, March 16, 2009, where the benefits of overlay zones for affordable housing were discussed. Ruth reported that consultants from Concord Square Planning and Development in Boston were present at the meeting. Presently, the grant money is available for the mechanical studies to determine if any land being considered would be an appropriate site for an incentive housing zone. Further, the grant funds would also be available to create regulations. 
5. Old Business:   N/A
6.  Any other business to properly come before the Commission:  N/A.
There being no further business, Bronson moved, Skovron seconded, to adjourn the meeting.

7. Adjournment.  Regular Meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m. by Acting Chairman, Tom Scott. 

Respectfully submitted, Alice Macchi, Recording Secretary.

